
Editor Notes:
This is ass backwards because
The SPINNER SHARK
has all back fin-tips. 

and The BLACKTIP SHARK (shown below)
has all but one black fin-tip.
It does NOT have a black tip on its anal fin.
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Call the Captain! Call the Captain! MAGNIFICENTLY

BEAUTIFUL! Like New '2003 with

2800sf Under Air! High ceilings, gran-

ite counters, designer spa, fine touch-

es throughout.Circular drive, walking

distance to Fisherman's Village. A truly

beautiful home. $695,000

Call the Captain! Call the Captain! TROPICAL STILT
HOME- SUPER DEAL! Sailboat water-
front, 5 minutes to harbor, 3/3/2, recent-
ly remodeled throughout, 100 ft seawall,
davits, immaculate condition, $219,900

Call the Captain! Call the Captain! DEEP WATER

SAILBOAT HOME Immediate Harbor

Access In Desirable Doctors Row!! 3/2,

fenced oversize lot with 100' of seawall

with views of the harbor at waters edge.

New Windows and Roof! $189,000 

   Call the Captain!    Call the Captain! SPECTACULAR

TIP LOT HOME WITH 179' OF WATER-

FRONT! Incredible intersecting canal

views, 10K lift, custom built 2/2/2 with

Gazebo Office with panoramic views

located at end of cul-de-sac $299,000

Punta Gorda IslesPirate Harbor

Port CharlottePunta Gorda Isles

Sailboat Waterfront

Call the Captain! Call the Captain! GORGEOUS WIDE

SALTWATER VIEW from All Angles

Minutes to Charlotte Harbor. Lovingly

maintained 3/2/2 PGI home on oversize

cul-de-sac lot.  Open plan. Newly

refinished pool - 45' lanai -  10,000lb lift

Incredible Tip Lot Type View!  $249,900 

Call the Captain! Call the Captain! WIDE OPEN

VIEW, 3 Car Garage, Deep Water

Sailboat Home on Edgewater Lake,

Like New built in 2007, 3/2/3, caged

pool with pavers. High  ceilings, great

room, ent. center, large walk-in clos-

ets, 6 minutes to the Harbor! $34       9,000

Call the Captain!Call the Captain! BEAUTIFUL 3/2/2 POOL HOME!
Gorgeous recently remodeled kitchen, new flooring and
tile roof. Only 5 minutes to open water on a cul-de-sac

street, 27k boat lift. Immaculate Condition $249,900 

Punta Gorda Isles

By  Kel ly  Beal l
Water LIFE Commercial  Fishing

The Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission (FWC) has
issued an executive order to waive four
previously scheduled 10 day blue crab
trap harvest closures in July and August
this year.  The FWC is taking this action
to help relieve possible economic hard-
ships on fishing communities that may
occur due to the BP Deepwater Horizon
oil spill.

Once a year we have a 10 day blue
crab trap harvest closure. Our area closure
goes from July 10th to the 19th. During
this time the crabbers take all their traps
out of the water to allow for derelict trap
removals.  Last year the crabbers of our
area hosted two trap removal programs.
The crabbers volunteered their time to
remove the traps that may pose as a navi-
gational hazard and to be good stewards
of the waters they crab. 

This year because the oil spill may
affect our harvest later on, the FWC has
waived this closure.  It's hard to say
when the spill will affect our harvest, but
we are certainly glad to have it waived at
this time. 

There is also talk of making
stonecrab   season one month earlier as
well. Last month they opened the oyster
season 11 days earlier just in case those
oysterman lose precious days of harvest-
ing. Let's all hope we aren't going to
lose any days anytime soon.  

But it isn't a question of if, but when.
Some may think we are jumping the
gun, but this spill is affecting us locally
as we speak.  It's not just the waters that
are closed. The seafood industry is feeling
it right now. It's hard to say what is from
the bad economy and what is from the
spill. For example, there is plenty of

product that is safe to consume and safe
to harvest, but many of the shrimpers,
oystermen and fisherman are being
employed by the clean-up instead of
working in the seafood industry. They are
making money and they're doing what
they need to do to get the Gulf clean.  

Because of this many trucks that once
came down the west coast of Florida to
pick up oysters and then headed back up
the east coast are now only going to the
east coast. Lack of fisherman equals lack
of product to transport. This affects the
crab sales because often it was the same
truck and now they can't justify their trip
for just crabs and no oysters.  It's hard to
understand unless you're in the business,
but believe me those trucks that come
from the north to buy our excess product
keep our fishermen in business.

Another way the spill affects us indi-
rectly is perception.  Even if it happens
subconsciously, having a view of the oil
spewing into the Gulf every day does not
put anyone in the mood for seafood. We
have inadvertently lost our branding of
"wild Gulf caught seafood".  

What once attracted buyers to our
product has created second thoughts. We
went from being the top healthy choice
to - uncertainity, for lack of a better
explanation. Even though we are many
miles from the spill it is still trickling
on over.  Sometimes those hit by the
bands of the storm are worse off then
those hit directly by the eye.  Those who
take a direct hit can be somewhat com-
pensated (if that's even possible - on such
a great loss) whereas those affected indi-
rectly are shorted.   
For the time being - we are lucky to be
better off, but we are still going to need
help.
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FWC Issues Order to 
Help Blue Crab Industry

EXCERPT FROM A LETTER:

Dear Water LIFE
I have spoken to numerous guides and

bait shop owners and they say either:
a)      They are the same.
b)      A Spinner is a big Black-tip.
c)      If they are different I can’t tell. 

The Commission says in print, “Many
sharks are difficult to identify and it is up
to anglers to learn how to properly
identify the sharks they harvest”. 

Peter S anderson

Spinner/Blacktip Confusion Continues


